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How Pakistan is erasing Ahmadis from their own lands in the
name of Allah There are various hadith and narrations of Prophet
Muhammad's actions that challenge most theories that endorse
such persecution.
Date : 17th October 2017
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Ahmadi Muslim. The two words I am not allowed to put together if I write for a publication in Pakistan,
or speak on national television. Once, it was simply the details of the punishment meted out to Ahmadis
for practising Allah's name that I had listed - an ordinance of the Pakistan Penal Code and not my
personal opinion - which were edited out from an op-ed I wrote for a national daily. Another time, during
a talk show on a leading news channel, my comments on the persecution of Ahmadis were not bleeped
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out - the whole portion, in fact, was edited. Media folks are scared. And justifiably so.
Ahmadis are not Muslims, however, is a sentence that is readily accepted as a declaration, a judgment and
a verdict. It is a sentence against an entire community, an entire set of people, an entire set of beliefs,
positioning the Ahmadi identity in an unchangeable box of rigidity and bigotry, marking them as the
outsider in their society, finalising their isolation in their own country. Pakistan - cleaved from India in
1947 in an effort to provide a new country for the safeguarding of the rights of one particular group of
Indians, that is Muslims - in 2017 has ensured that it is not a country for anyone who is not a Muslim, or
is the "wrong" kind of a Muslim.
Faith is deeply personal. Faith is between an individual and God. Faith connects human to the divine. And
only God is to be the judge of the veracity, or lack thereof, of that connection.
The white in Pakistan's flag, ostensibly there to establish the existence of "minorities", is so deeply
discoloured that no amount of empty words and all-Pakistanis-are-equal rhetoric would bring back its
original pristine hue. There are too many stains of blood, too many memories of injustice, too long a trail
of persecution.

Nobel laureate Abdus Salam died in Oxford, Cambridge on November 21, 1996, and was buried in
Bahishti Maqbara, an Ahmadi cemetery in Rabwah, Pakistan. Photo: Reuters
Recently, one of the worst attacks on Ahmadis came in the form of a speech by none other than Captain
(retd) Muhammad Safdar, the son-in-law of the three-time prime minister of Pakistan, Nawaz Sharif.
Amidst the overwhelming backlash his words received on social, print and electronic media, it is
important to understand that his words are not mere electoral bombast or a point-gaining orotundity. His
hate speech is the blatant manifestation of the narrative of sidelining, isolation and outright ostracisation
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of not just those who are considered not Muslim despite being Muslim, but of all those who belong to
other faiths and religions.
It is about the monopoly of those belonging to one faith over all others.
It is about the blatant distortion of Mohammad Ali Jinnah's fight for a state for Muslims that was not
based on theological principles. It is about convoluting a just fight for rights of Muslims into a monolith
of bigotry that declares all who are not Muslim as outsiders, pariahs in their homeland.
It is about the audacity of holding a man-made decision of a constitutional amendment higher than a
divine order. It is about Pakistan being the country that is only for Muslims despite weak protestations to
the contrary.
While Safdar's abominable remark attacking Ahmadis' patriotism - "...enemies of the finality of Prophet
Muhammad should not be inducted in armed forces and key posts... Ahmadis, Qadiyanis are enemies of
the nation" - was repudiated in categorical words by Lt Gen Asif Ghafoor, DG ISPR. Safdar's words, like
the effects of a chemical attack on a hapless community, did deep damage. General Ghafoor said: "We
are a Muslim-majority state but the white part of our flag stresses that Pakistan is for all irrespective of
one's sect or religion." Ghafoor also showed pictures of some of the most important minority personalities
in Pakistan. "They work for Pakistan and not because they belong to a different sect or religion. They are
all Pakistanis."
Safdar, during his speech/spewing of venom, called for "reversing the name of Professor Abdus Salam
Centre for Physics in Quaid-e-Azam University, Islamabad to its original name... If the name associated
with Dr Abdus Salam Physics department is not changed, I will protest against it daily."
The response from the Quaid-e-Azam University was quick and courageous, like the sentiments of
millions of Pakistanis who reacted against Safdar's callous words. "We strongly condemn obtuse and
brainless demand by MNA Cpt (R) Safdar to change the name of Dr Abdus Salam Centre for Physics. We
cherish Nobel laureate's achievements and are honoured to host the centre at QAU."
Forced to live abroad after his self-exile from his country for his personal faith, the faith for which an
individual is answerable only to God, Abdus Salam remained a fiercely patriotic Pakistani and a staunch
Muslim. And in 1979, he became the first Pakistani to be co-awarded - along with American theoretical
scientists Steven Weinberg and Sheldon Lee Glasgow - for "developing the theoretical framework that led
to the apparent discovery of the subatomic known as Higgs Boson" and more popularly as the "God
Particle". Salam's name became immortalised with the word God.
The Nobel laureate died in Oxford, Cambridge on November 21, 1996, and was buried in Bahishti
Maqbara, an Ahmadi cemetery in Rabwah, Pakistan. In 2014, his grave was desecrated to remove the
word "Muslim". The world still reveres him as the man who discovered the God particle.
The history of Ahmadi persecution is long and bloody. Religious oppression is often a by-product, a sideeffect, an auxiliary of political dynamics of hegemony, of controlling society, of the exploitation of
masses. The protests and condemnations against the Ahmadi faith were the perfect decoy to maintain the
self-proclaimed position of the guardian of Islam many political and religious leaders in Pakistan had
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apportioned for themselves after the creation of Pakistan, which they insisted was made as a fortress of
Islam.
The 1974 Second Amendment of Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto's parliament sealed the fate of Ahmadis, thus
labelling them non-Muslims in the Constitution. I cannot think of any constitution in which the state
decides who gets to be a Muslim, Jew, Christian, or Hindu. No country comes to mind, notwithstanding
its treatment of its "minorities" - the word I refuse to use for a smaller number of people of a particular
faith in a country whose bigger number prays in a different way.
In 1984, Ordinance XX, promulgated by General Zia-ul-Haq's regime, ensured Ahmadis became not just
"non-Muslims" and pariahs in their own country but also criminals. They were legally prohibited to
"practise Islam and the usage of Islamic terms and titles." It also made it illegal for Ahmadis to "recite the
six Kalimas, the shahada (declaring belief in the oneness of God and the prophethood of Muhammad),
from building mosques, calling the azaan, undertaking Muslim modes of worship, worshipping in nonAhmadi mosques or public prayer rooms, and making any citations from the Quran and Muhammad's
hadith."
Punishment for anyone convicted of doing any of the above is imprisonment of up to three years in
addition to a fine.
On October 12, 2017, three Ahmadis in Sheikhupura district, Punjab, were sentenced to death on a
blasphemy charge. The accusation: in 2014, in their village, they tore down posters that urged the
villagers to boycott Ahmadis. The posters, reportedly, were inscribed with Islamic verses.
The persecution is deep, and it is nothing less than a genocide. Killing is not just of the body, it is also of
the spirit. Ostracisation, punishment, beating, prohibition on profession and practising one's faith,
desecration of mosques and graveyards and killings. Methodically, consistently, Ahmadis are being
erased from Pakistan, and the law-enforcement agencies and government abet it all. Silence always does.
Ahmadis are persecuted in the name of Allah, his prophet, whereas there are various hadith and narration
of Prophet Muhammad's actions that challenge most theories that endorse such persecution.
"Whoever says, 'None has the right to be worshipped but Allah', faces our Qibla [Mecca] during the
prayers, prays like us and eats our slaughtered animal, then he is a Muslim, and has got the same rights
and obligations as other Muslims have." (Bukhari) One day, as Prophet Muhammad was sitting with few
people, a man came to him and asked: "O Allah's Apostle, what is belief?" The Prophet said: "Belief is to
believe in Allah, His Angels, His Books, His Apostles, and the meeting with Him, and to believe in the
Resurrection." The man asked: "O Allah's Apostle, what is Islam?" The Prophet replied: "Islam is to
worship Allah and not worship anything besides Him, to offer prayers perfectly, to pay zakat and to fast
the month of Ramadan." (Bukhari)
Prophet Muhammad "repeatedly cautioned that judging someone's truth or sincerity to their claim of
Islam was a prerogative of God alone". When the renowned general Khalid bin Waleed said to the
prophet, "there were many people who outwardly professed Islam while there was no faith in their heart,"
the latter simply responded: "I have not been commanded to pierce through the hearts of people, nor to
split their bellies [to look what is inside them]." (Muslim)
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Another oft-recited incident is that of a Muslim killing a non-Muslim during a battle, and that was after
the man had recited the Kalima. Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) on finding out became angry. The soldier's
words were "O Messenger of Allah, that man read the Kalima merely to protect himself from our sword,"
to which Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) reprimanded him: "Did you open his heart and look inside it?"
And Allah says in the Quran, the fundamental and final authority for Muslims:
"The Arabs of the desert say, 'We believe.' Say, "You have not believed yet; but rather say, 'We have
accepted Islam,' for the true belief has not yet entered into your hearts." (49:14)
(Hadith and narrations courtesy Kashif Mahmood; doctor, writer, public speaker based in Canada.)
Read original post HERE.
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