Khan, a retired government official, was waiting at
the bus stop on his way back home from visiting his
daughter when an unidentified man shot him dead at
close range.

Innocent Salesman Killed in Indiscriminate
Attack in Peshawar
Ahmadi Muslim Worshippers
Attacked After Friday Prayers

Fatally On 14 November, unidentified attackers entered the

On 20 November 2020, in District Nankana Sahib,
an Ahmadi Muslim family had gathered to offer their
Friday Prayers at their own house. As they were leaving upon finishing their prayers, a teenager opened
fire resulting in the death of Dr. Tahir Mehmood. His
father, Mr. Tariq Mehmood, was critically injured in
the attack and two relatives were also injured. Mr. Saleem-ud-Din, spokesperson for the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community in Pakistan stated that there has been
a wave of anti-Ahmadiyya hate campaigning in areas
like District Nankana Sahib. Dr. Tahir Mehmood is
the fourth Ahmadi Muslim in just four months to be
killed for their faith.

perfume shop of Ahmadi Muslim Mr. Ata ur Rahman
in the Qissa Khawani Bazaar, Peshawar, and opened
fire. As a result, Mr. Amjad Hussain, a salesman, was
killed. The attackers appeared to have come to kill
Mr. Ata ur Rahman in line with a series of Ahmadi
Muslim murders in recent months in Peshawar. He
had not yet arrived at his store. Instead, a non-Ahmadi Muslim, Mr. Hussain, was killed leaving behind a
widow and three sons.

Ahmadi Muslim Teacher Arrested in
Fabricated Case

On 7 November, in Nagarparkar, Sindh, Ahmadi
Muslim teachers Mr. Tahir A. Tahir and Mr. Safwan
Ahmad had a First Information Report (FIR) registered against them for allegedly burning a copy of
82-year-old Ahmadi Muslim Shot Dead
the Holy Quran. A few days earlier, some houses had
In Peshawar, on 8 November 2020, 82-year-old Ah- caught fire nearby in which a copy of the Holy Quran
madi Muslim Mr. Mehboob Khan was shot dead leav- was damaged. These burnt pages were preserved and
ing behind a widow, two daughters, and two sons. Mr. presented to the police station by the local cleric and

a neighbour of the local Ahmadiyya Muslim Centre
as evidence. The real motivation behind this accusation of blasphemy was a personal one - the neighbour,
Mr. Muhammad Maluk Dal, owns land adjacent to
the Ahmadiyya Muslim Centre. Due to poor phone
signal, one of the Ahmadi Muslim teachers would
climb to the roof to get a better signal to which Mr.
Dal objected and this led to the arrest of Mr. Tahir on
grounds of blasphemy.

Expelled for being Ahmadi

Ahmadi Muslim Arrested in Rajanpur

Ahmadi Business Boycotted in Karachi

Ahmadi Muslim Mr. Muhammad Asif Badar had an
FIR registered against him on 16 November in Basti
Allah Daad, Rajanpur. Mr. Badar was accused of allegedly helping his brother escape, who had earlier
been booked along with five other Ahmadi Muslims
in a different police case. The investigating officer of
the police station proceeded to visit the families of the
Ahmadis in the aforementioned case and threatened
to register a case against them if they did not hand
over Mr. Badar. He was later arrested.

A Karachi shopkeeper has seen his business boycotted
on account of being an Ahmadi Muslim. When market council members’ attempts to force Mr Akmal to
denounce his faith failed, they erected banners reading “Boycott Qadiani – Qadiani infidel” and sought to
ruin his business for simply being an Ahmadi Muslim.

An extremist cleric in District Nankana stoked community tensions by delivering sermons inciting hatred against Ahmadi and Shia Muslims. Haider Ali of
the Ahl-e-Sunnat mosque, Syedwala, a teacher in the
local Naseer Millat School, spearheaded a baseless
campaign resulting in the forced expulsion of nine
Ahmadi students.

Pakistani Government Responds to Killing
of Ahmadi Muslims

Billboard Publishes Advert Inciting Murder Following a spate of targeted Ahmadi Muslim killings
A large billboard has been erected in a busy Lahore
marketplace inciting the murder of those who insult
the Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him). The English translation of the billboard
reads: “Muhammad (peace be upon him). There is
only one punishment for insolence against the Prophet. Head is to be chopped from the body. Head is to be
chopped from the body.”
The banner promotes death for anyone deemed to be
blasphemous: a routine allegation made against Ahmadi Muslims. It went unchallenged by authorities
and has done little to quell the anti-Ahmadiyya sentiment gripping the Punjab region, following the targeted killings of Ahmadi Muslims in recent months.

“There is only one
punishment for insolence
against the Prophet. Head
is to be chopped from the
body.”
Quote from billboard erected in a Lahore
marketplace

across Pakistan, Prime Minister Imran Khan’s Special
Representative on Religion Harmony, Tahir Ashrafi
issued a statement condemning the atrocities. Ashrafi
said “...assassination of the people of Qadiyani (sic)
community is condemnable....As per instructions of
Prime Minister Imran Khan, investigations will be
held to probe killings of Qadiyanis in Peshawar and
Nankana Sahib and justice will be prevailed.” This is
a welcome statement but as yet it has to translate into
real action.

Ahmadi Graves Desecrated in District
Chakwal
The gravestones of three Ahmadi Muslims have been
desecrated in District Chakwal. Vandalising Ahmadi graves is not new in Pakistan; over 100 Ahmadi
graves have been defaced in 2020 often in full view
of the authorities.

Ahmadi Funeral Interrupted
Opponents of Ahmadi Muslims in Trigiri, District
Gujranwala, sought to interrupt the funeral of a local Ahmadi Muslim. While the grave of the deceased
was being prepared, opponents called on the police
to intervene and gathered at the cemetery. Opponents
were successful in delaying the last rites which were
carried out later amid opposition.

Ahmadi Muslims
Behind Bars
1. On 13 May 2014 Messrs Khalil Ahmad, Ghulam
Jail, Lahore. In September, the other five Ahmadi
Ahmad, Ihsan Ahmad, and Mubashir Ahmad of
Muslims were also arrested.
District Sheikhpura were charged under sections
295-A, 337-2, and 427 of the Pakistan Penal 6. Mr. Waheed Ahmad was falsely accused of
Code (PPC). On 16 May, Mr. Khalil Ahmad was
blasphemy, charged and subsequently arrested
murdered while in police custody. The remaining
under the anti-Ahmadi section 298-C and the
three were arrested in July 2014 and in 2015 they
blasphemy clause 295-C in District Sialkot.
were also charged with blasphemy under section
295-C of the PPC - a crime that carries the death 7. Mr. Haq ul Mubeen, from Lahore, was charged
penalty. In October 2017, they were sentenced to
under section 298-C of the PPc and was arrested
death; the Lahore High Court has not yet found
on 2 September 2020.
time, in three years, to hear their appeal.
8. Mr. Abdul Majeed, 20, was falsely accused of
2. Mr. Saeed Ahmad Waraich, from District
committing blasphemy by Mr. Imran Ali - a 15
Faisalabad, was falsely accused of blasphemy in
year old. Under pressure by local clerics, the
January 2018. He was charged under section 295police charged Mr. Majeed under section 295-C
C of the Pakistan Penal Code too. He has now
of the PPC which carries the death penalty. On 13
been under trial for more than two years.
September 2020, the police traced Mr. Majeed to
his father’s house in District Peshawar and, upon
3. Messrs Waqar Ahmad, Syed Mubashir Ahmad
raiding the property at 3:00 am, arrested him.
Ayaz, and Muhammad Azhar Mangla, students
and staff of the Ahmadiyya Muslim theology 9. In May 2020, Messrs Sharafat Ahmad, Akbar Ali
school in Lahore, were charged under the antiand Tahir Naqash, were charged under the antiAhmadi section 298-C of the PPC and the cyber
Ahmadi sections 298-B and 298-C of the PPC. On
crime law for sharing material from the Holy
2 October, their application for pre-arrest bail was
Quran on social media. Mr. Waqar Ahmad has
rejected by the Lahore High Court and they were
been arrested and remains in custody.
subsequently arrested in the courtroom and sent to
Sheikhpura Jail.
4. Ms. Ramzan Bibi, 55, of District Nankana, was
falsely accused of blasphemy and charged under 10. Messrs Naeem Ahmad, Naseer Ahmad Qamar,
section 295-C of the PPC. She was sent to Central
Fazal Ahmad, Dr. Shahid Iqbal and Ms. Bushra
Jail Sheikhpura.
Talib were charged under a number of sections
of the PPC in July 2020. Dr. Shahid Iqbal had
5. Six Ahmadi Muslims, including Messrs Rohan
been granted bail until 15 September but upon
Ahmad, Malik Usman Ahmad, and Hafiz Tariq
presenting himself to the Lahore High Court for
Shehzad Ahmad and three unknown Ahmadis,
his bail confirmation, he was arrested and moved
were charged under the blasphemy laws and cyber
to Rajanpur Jail.
crime laws for sharing a WhatsApp message
regarding a general knowledge quiz competition
in May 2020. Mr. Rohan Ahmad was tortured, and
arrested in his own home and is currently in Camp
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